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Standards Curriculum Map 
Bourbon County Schools 

 
Level:   HIGH SCHOOL                                                                                                                                                                                   
Grade and/or Course:  Kentucky Studies                        
Updated: 21 May 2012           e.g. = Example only 
 
                 

Days  Unit/Topic  Standards Activities     Learning Targets 
(“I Can” Statements) 

Vocabulary 

Days 
1-15 

The 
Geography 
and Regional 
Culture of 
Kentucky 

KY Core Content: 
 

SS-HS-4.1.1 
Students will use a variety of geographic tools (e.g., maps, 
globes, photographs, models, satellite images, charts, 
graphs, databases) to explain and analyze the reasons for 
the distribution of physical and human features on Earth's 
surface.  
 

SS-HS-4.2.2 
Students will explain how physical (e.g., climate, 
mountains, rivers) and human characteristics (e.g., 
interstate highways, urban centers, workforce) of regions 
create advantages and disadvantages for human activities 
in a specific place.  
 

SS-HS-4.2.3 
Students will explain how people can develop stereotypes about 
places and regions (e.g., all cities are dangerous and dirty; rural 
areas are poor). 
 

SS-HS-2.1.1 
Students will explain how belief systems, knowledge, 
technology and behavior patterns define cultures and help 
to explain historical perspectives and events in the modern 
world (1500 A.D. to present) and United States 
(Reconstruction to present). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I can identify and 
describe the regions 
of Kentucky 
 
I can analyze and 
describe the different 
cultures of Kentucky 
 
I can describe some 
advantages and 
disadvantages of the 
geography of 
Kentucky 
 
I can describe 
stereotypes of 
Kentuckians and 
infer reasons for 
those beliefs 

Pennyroyal 

Days  Unit/Topic        Standards Activities     Learning Targets Vocabulary 
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(“I Can” Statements) 

Days 
16-20 

Prehistory of 
Kentucky 

US HISTORY QUALITY CORE: 
A. Exploring the Skills and Strategies Underlying U.S. History; 1. 

Process Objectives 
 
a. Apply terms relevant to the content appropriately and 

accurately 
b. Identify and interpret different types of primary and secondary 

sources of fundamental importance and relevance to topical 
inquiry and understanding 

c. Interpret timelines of key historical events, people, and 
periods; locate significant historical places and events on 
maps 

d. Analyze the importance of context and point of view in 
historical interpretation (e.g., interpret past events and issues 
in historical context rather than in terms of present norms and 
values); recognize that historians interpret the same events 
differently due to personal values and societal norms 
i. Identify, analyze, and understand elements of 

historical cause and effect; recognize and 
understand patterns of change and continuity in 
history 

k. Analyze how the past influences the lives of individuals and the 
development of societies 
 
g. Compose arguments/position papers, and participate in debates on 
different interpretations of the same historical events; synthesize 
primary and secondary sources to justify position 
 

Kentucky Core Content: 

 
SS-HS-2.1.1 
Students will explain how belief systems, knowledge, 
technology and behavior patterns define cultures and help 
to explain historical perspectives and events in the modern 
world (1500 A.D. to present) and United States 
(Reconstruction to present). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I can identify, 
describe, and 
compare / contrast 
the different 
prehistorical groups 
that were involved 
with Kentucky 
 
 

Adena 
Hopewell 
 

Days Unit/Topic        Standards Activities     Learning Targets 
(“I Can” Statements) 

Vocabulary 
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Days 
21-25 

Frontier 
Kentucky 

 
US HISTORY QUALITY CORE: 

A. Exploring the Skills and Strategies Underlying U.S. History; 
1. Process Objectives 

 
a. Apply terms relevant to the content appropriately and 

accurately 
b. Identify and interpret different types of primary and 

secondary sources of fundamental importance and 
relevance to topical inquiry and understanding 

c. Interpret timelines of key historical events, people, and 
periods; locate significant historical places and events on 
maps 

d. Analyze the importance of context and point of view in 
historical interpretation (e.g., interpret past events and 
issues in historical context rather than in terms of present 
norms and values); recognize that historians interpret the 
same events differently due to personal values and 
societal norms 

 
i. Identify, analyze, and understand elements of historical cause 

and effect; recognize and understand patterns of change and 
continuity in history 

j.  
k. Analyze how the past influences the lives of individuals and the 
development of societies 
 
g. Compose arguments/position papers, and participate in debates on 
different interpretations of the same historical events; synthesize 
primary and secondary sources to justify position 
 
B. Building a Nation; 1. Colonization and Forging a New Nation 
-a. Identify the reasons for colonization, evaluate its impacts, and 
analyze the success or failure of settlements in North America 
k. Identify and evaluate the political and territorial changes resulting 
from westward expansion of the United States in the early nineteenth 
century 
 
KY Core Content: 

SS-HS-2.3.1 
Students will explain the reasons why conflict and 

 
 
 
 
 
 

I can describe 
reasons for the 
European settlement 
of Kentucky. 
 
I can analyze 
reasons for conflict 
and cooperation 
among Native 
American groups 
and settlers within 
Kentucky. 
 
I can describe 
problems and 
solutions that 
involved early 
formation of 
government with the 
state of Kentucky. 
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competition (e.g., violence, difference of opinion, 
stereotypes, prejudice, discrimination, genocide) may 
develop as cultures emerge in the modern world (1500 A.D. 
to present) and the United States (Reconstruction to 
present).  
 

Days  Unit/Topic        Common  Core Standards Activities     Learning Targets 
(“I Can” Statements) 

Vocabulary 

Days 
26-35 

Antebellum 
KY / Slavery 
in KY 

US HISTORY QUALITY CORE: 
A. Exploring the Skills and Strategies Underlying U.S. History; 
1. Process Objectives 

 
b. Apply terms relevant to the content appropriately and 

accurately 
c. Identify and interpret different types of primary and secondary 

sources of fundamental importance and relevance to topical 
inquiry and understanding 

d. Interpret timelines of key historical events, people, and 
periods; locate significant historical places and events on 
maps 

e. Analyze the importance of context and point of view in 
historical interpretation (e.g., interpret past events and issues 
in historical context rather than in terms of present norms and 
values); recognize that historians interpret the same events 
differently due to personal values and societal norms 

 
i. Identify, analyze, and understand elements of 

historical cause and effect; recognize and 
understand patterns of change and continuity in 
history 
 

k. Analyze how the past influences the lives of individuals and 
the development of societies 

g. Compose arguments/position papers, and participate in debates 
on different interpretations of the same historical events; 
synthesize primary and secondary sources to justify position 
B. Building a Nation; 2. Antebellum America 

 
b. Identify and evaluate the major events and issues that 
promoted sectional conflicts and strained national 

 
 
 
 
 
 

I can describe how 
Henry Clay was 
considered a “Great 
Compromiser”. 
 
I can describe and 
give examples of 
how Kentucky was a 
leading state 
culturally, 
economically, and 
politically within the 
American sphere. 
 
I can describe 
reasons for slavery 
and the slave trade 
economy within 
Kentucky. 
 
I can explain the 
abolition movement 
in Kentucky. 

Abolitionist 
Henry Clay 
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cohesiveness in the antebellum period 
 

e. Identify the major characteristics of the abolition 
movement in the antebellum period, its achievements, 
failures, and Southern opposition to it. 

 
B. Building a Nation; 1. Colonization and Forging of a New 

Nation. 
d. Compare the economies of the various colonies, and analyze the 
development and impact of indentured servitude and African slavery in 
North America (e.g., social, political, and 

economic) 
 
 

Days  Unit/Topic        Common  Core Standards Activities     Learning Targets 
(“I Can” Statements) 

Vocabulary 

Days 
36-45 

Civil War in 
KY 

US HISTORY QUALITY CORE: 
A. Exploring the Skills and Strategies Underlying U.S. History; 
1. Process Objectives 

 
b. Apply terms relevant to the content appropriately and 

accurately 
c. Identify and interpret different types of primary and 

secondary sources of fundamental importance and 
relevance to topical inquiry and understanding 

d. Interpret timelines of key historical events, people, 
and periods; locate significant historical places and 
events on maps 

e. Analyze the importance of context and point of view 
in historical interpretation (e.g., interpret past events 
and issues in historical context rather than in terms 
of present norms and values); recognize that 
historians interpret the same events differently due 
to personal values and societal norms 

 
i. Identify, analyze, and understand elements 

of historical cause and effect; recognize 
and understand patterns of change and 
continuity in history 

k. Analyze how the past influences the lives of individuals 
and the development of societies 

 
 
 
 
 

 
I can describe the 
unique role that 
Kentucky played 
politically during the 
Civil War 
 
I can analyze and 
interpret several 
perspectives of 
Kentuckians during 
the Civil War 
 
I can describe 
Kentucky’s strategic 
importance during 
the Civil War 
 
I can explain the 
transition of 
Kentucky into a 
“Confederate State” 
during the post-Civil 
War period. 

Neutrality 
Battle of 
Perryville 
Raider 
Bushwacker 
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g. Compose arguments/position papers, and participate in debates on 
different interpretations of the same historical events; synthesize 
primary and secondary sources to justify position 
 
 

B. Building a Nation; 3. Civil War and Reconstruction 
 
a. Identify and analyze the technological, social, and 

strategic aspects of the Civil War 
c. Describe the basic provisions and immediate 

impact of the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and 
Fifteenth Amendments to the Constitution 

d. Evaluate different Reconstruction plans and 
their social, economic, and political impact on 
the South and the rest of the United States 
 

Days  Unit/Topic        Common  Core Standards Activities     Learning Targets 
(“I Can” Statements) 

Vocabulary 

Days 
46-55 

Days of 
Darkness – 
Feuds and 
Violence in 
Post-Civil 
War KY 

US HISTORY QUALITY CORE: 
A. Exploring the Skills and Strategies Underlying U.S. History; 
1. Process Objectives 

 
b. Apply terms relevant to the content appropriately and 

accurately 
c. Identify and interpret different types of primary and 

secondary sources of fundamental importance and 
relevance to topical inquiry and understanding 

d. Interpret timelines of key historical events, people, 
and periods; locate significant historical places and 
events on maps 

e. Analyze the importance of context and point of view 
in historical interpretation (e.g., interpret past events 
and issues in historical context rather than in terms 
of present norms and values); recognize that 
historians interpret the same events differently due 
to personal values and societal norms 

 
i. Identify, analyze, and understand 

elements of historical cause and 
effect; recognize and understand 
patterns of change and continuity 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I can describe how 
and why Kentucky 
moved into an era of 
violence after the 
Civil War. 
 
I can describe many 
examples of violence 
within Kentucky 
 
I can describe the 
role of African 
Americans in 
Kentucky post-Civil 
War. 
 
I can describe 
reasons for feuding 
in Kentucky. 
 
I can describe the  
violent political 
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in history 
 

k. Analyze how the past influences the lives of individuals 
and the development of societies 

 
C. Rebuilding a Nation; 1. Industrialization and Urbanization 

 
b. Identify and evaluate the influences on business and 

industry in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries 
 

c. Identify labor and workforce issues of the late 
nineteenth century, including perspectives of 
owners/managers and Social Darwinists 

 
f. Compare and contrast the experiences of African 

Americans in various U.S. regions in the late 
nineteenth century 

situation within state 
politics at the 
beginning of the 20

th
 

century. 
 
I can describe the 
conflicts among 
unions, workers, and 
corporation owners 
in Kentucky. 

Days  Unit/Topic        Common  Core Standards Activities     Learning Targets 
(“I Can” Statements) 

Vocabulary 

Days 
56-65 

Appalachian 
Studies 

KY Core Content:  

SS-HS-4.2.1 
Students will interpret how places and regions serve as meaningful 
symbols for individuals and societies (e.g., Jerusalem, Vietnam 
Memorial, Ellis Island, the Appalachian region). 
 

SS-HS-4.2.3 
Students will explain how people can develop stereotypes about 
places and regions (e.g., all cities are dangerous and dirty; rural 
areas are poor). 
 

SS-HS-2.1.1 
Students will explain how belief systems, knowledge, 
technology and behavior patterns define cultures and help 
to explain historical perspectives and events in the modern 
world (1500 A.D. to present) and United States 
(Reconstruction to present). 
 
US HISTORY COMMON CORE STANDARDS: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I can describe 
characteristics of the 
Appalachian region. 
 
I can analyze 
stereotypes of the 
Appalachian region 
and discuss 
historical reasons 
and 
misinterpretations 
that give rise to such 
stereotypes. 
 
I can use a variety of 
Appalachian 
literature to develop 
an understanding of 
cultural themes and 
characteristics of 
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g. Compose arguments/position papers, and participate 

in debates on different interpretations of the same 
historical events; synthesize primary and secondary 
sources to justify position 

 
 
 

Appalachian culture. 
 
I can describe 
reasons for many 
present issues in 
Appalachia, along 
with creating a 
proposal of solutions 
for those issues. 
 

Days  Unit/Topic        Standards Activities     Learning Targets 
(“I Can” Statements) 

Vocabulary 

Days 
66-75 

Modern KY 
Issues 

KY Core Content: 
 

SS-HS-2.3.2 
Students will explain and give examples of how 
compromise and cooperation are characteristics that 
influence interaction (e.g., peace studies, treaties, conflict 
resolution) in the modern world (1500 A.D. to present) and 
the United States (Reconstruction to present).  
 

SS-HS-2.3.1 
Students will explain the reasons why conflict and 
competition (e.g., violence, difference of opinion, 
stereotypes, prejudice, discrimination, genocide) may 
develop as cultures emerge in the modern world (1500 A.D. 
to present) and the United States (Reconstruction to 
present).  
 

SS-HS-4.2.2 
Students will explain how physical (e.g., climate, 
mountains, rivers) and human characteristics (e.g., 
interstate highways, urban centers, workforce) of regions 
create advantages and disadvantages for human activities 
in a specific place.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
I can describe 
reasons for many 
present issues in 
modern Kentucky, 
along with creating a 
proposal of solutions 
for those issues. 
 
I can explain 
reasons for conflict 
concerning certain 
topics in the state of 
Kentucky. 
 
I can explain how the 
geography creates 
advantages and 
disadvantages for 
those living in the 
state of Kentucky. 
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Days  Unit/Topic        Common  Core Standards Activities     Learning Targets 
(“I Can” Statements) 

Vocabulary 

Days 
76-90 

Developing a 
Historical 
Thesis 

US HISTORY QUALITY CORE: 
A. Exploring the Skills and Strategies Underlying U.S. History; 
1. Process Objectives 

 
a. Apply terms relevant to the content appropriately and 

accurately 
d. Analyze the importance of context and point of view 

in historical interpretation (e.g., interpret past events 
and issues in historical context rather than in terms 
of present norms and values); recognize that 
historians interpret the same events differently due 
to personal values and societal norms 

e. Analyze and evaluate historical sources and 
interpretations (e.g., credibility, perspective, bias, 
and authenticity; verifiable or unverifiable; fact or 
interpretation) 

f. Utilize research strategies, methods, and sources to 
obtain, organize, and interpret historical data 

g. Compose arguments/position papers, and participate 
in debates on different interpretations of the same 
historical events; synthesize primary and secondary 
sources to justify position 

h. Compose an analytical, historical essay containing a 
thesis, supporting evidence, and a conclusion 
j. Develop open-ended historical questions that 

can be addressed through historical research 
and interpretation 
 

 
 
 

 
I can develop an 
original historical 
thesis involving a 
subject or issue 
within the state of 
Kentucky. 
 
I can properly 
research to address 
my original thesis. 
 
I can properly cite 
my sources used in 
the construction of 
this thesis. 

 

 


